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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 27050 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR LA TH 

SUB J : THAI RELATIONS WITH LAOS 

REF: BANGKOK 26965 

1. BANGKOK POST REPORTED DEC 31 THAT THAI AMBASSADOR TO 
LAOS SAWET KOMONLAPHUTI INFORMED THE MFA THAT HE CALLED ON 
PDRL FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUN SIPRASEUTH PREVIOUS DAY TO ADVISE 
HIM OF THE REOPENING OF LAO-THAI BORDER AT NONG KHAI IAN 

1. PHOUN IS SAID TO HAVE EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION FOR THE 
MOVE. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY REGRETTED THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE 
TO ATTEND THE LATE JAN SOUTHEAST ASIAN MUSIC AND DANCE 
FESTIVAL IN BANGKOK BECAUSE OF THE PRESS 

OF BUSINESS BUT CONFIRMED THAT A 35-MEMBER LAO DANCE AND 
SONG TROUPE FROM SAM NEUA WOULD PARTICIPATE. 

2. INDICATIONS BOTH IN BANGKOK AND UDORN ARE THAT THE RTG 
WILL IN FACT REOPEN THE BORDER IN THE NONG KHAI AREA JAN 1 . 
MASTERS 
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